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DBTECTED: AND EXPOSED, 


In a brief Nine of ths unhappy Diſputes TIP | 
have ariſen, in the Second Society in *STAvroRD, * 
with the Judgments of ſeveral Councils that | 
have been called; their; Unanimity and Apgree- 
ment in reprobating certain ſingular Tenets adopt- 
ed by the Rev. ISAAC FOSTER. 
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There muſt be alſo Her = nor you, that het which 
are approved may be made manifeſt among von. 
| ST, PAUL, _. 
He that Niffiy maintains Errors which are Herefies, is | 3 
clamorous, inſults over others, deligbts in contentious Jag- 
lings and Diputations, and always boaſts of gel ing ibe 
Viftory, when he bas been far from gaining a ,Conqueſt, 
Herelics will never acknowledge that there is any Strength _ | 
in all that is ſaid for the Refutation of their Errors, but 5 I —— 
when they baue been baffled and confounded, they fail not, 
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NARRATION, S. 


HE controverſy that has for ſome time taken 
place in the Weſt-Society in Stafford, rela- 
tive to the heretical tenets adopted by their late 
paſtor the Rev. Iſaac Foſter, has excited the at- 
tention of many; and as the public are liable to 
be impoſed upon by the partial and unfair repre- 
ſentations of Mr, Foſter in what he calls a Defence 
of Religious Liberty, however unjuſtly denominat- 
ed, it has been thought proper, and might be ſuffi- 
cient for anſwering all he has, or ever will be 
able to ſay to the purpoſe, to publiſh as brief a nar- 
rative as the nature of the ſubject will admit of, 
which will include the reſults of ſeveral counſels 
that have been called to hear and reſult in the affair. 
Every one that reads his laborious and volumin- 
ous defence, may with eaſe ſee, and it is admirable 
to obſerve the ſhrewd knack he has at making ſup- 
poſitions, taking for granted and roundly avering, 
by which means he raiſes an imaginary vapor, that 
to him appears dreadful, O] then he girds on 
his armour, and brandiſhes his ſword, and bids de- 
fiance to the armies of Iſrael ; all that areliving in 
the faith of a crucified Jeſus, without worth or 
righteouſneſs of their own ; all that believe in im- 
puted guilt and righteouſneſs, which are among the 
cardinal articles of Chriſtian theology. 
While he is in the purſuit of his phantom we will 
attend to the narrative in view. At 
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At an aſſociation convened in the ſecond Society 
of Stafford, June 1779. There were exhibited the 
following articles taught by Mr. Foſter, which 
ſome of his hearers looked upon as containing doc- 
trines contrary to the Goſpel; and the advice of the 
Aſſociation requeſted thereon. As, 

x. That children are not born with ſinful and 
vicious natures, and that Adam's fin is not conveyed 
nor imputed to his poſterity : But that children are 
born in the image of God, objects of his favour, and 
without defert of puniſhment, 

2. That perfect obedience is not required of ue, 
_ the law that required it of us is entirely aboliſh. 


3. That obedience is the only condition in the 
covenant of grace. | 

4. That we have a natural and moral power to 
do all the goſpel requires of us. 

'5. That our good works are the matter of our 
Juftification at the Redeemer's bar. 

6. That Chriſt's righteouſneſs is not ſufficient for 
our acceptance with God, that being a legal righte- 
ouſneſs, but we muſt have a goſpel righteouſneſs, 
of our own, for which we ſhall be accepted. 

7. That the doctrine of particular and perſonal 
election is not known in the word of God. 

8. That Chriſt died for the whole world in this 
ſenſe, that one as much as another are alike given to 
Chriſt. | 

That the righteous man who is pardoned and 
: ffified and has the promiſe of life, may fall from 


| his righteouſneſs and finally periſh, 
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10. That the Bible is badly tranſlated (much of 
it) and in one place an error in the original. 

The principal part of the above articles Mr. Foſ- 
ter did not pretend but that they were his ſenti- 
ments. After ſome diſcourſe upoa thoſe intereſting 
ſubjects, Mr, Foſter urged that the Conſociation 
might be immediately called, and never ſo much as 
once inſinuated a diſlike or diſapprobation of a con- 
ſociational hearing and decifion of the grievances 
complained of. The Aſſociation deliberately weigh- 
ing the affair, thought an haſty proceſs would be 
raſh and unadviſed, and not conſonant with the fra- 
ternal love and kindneſs that ever ought to be cha- 
racteriſtical of the ambaſſadors of the Prince of 
Peace: That if a brother had erred concerning the 
faith, they ought to uſe ſome ſuitable endeavours to 
reclaim him : Whereupon they appointed a nym- 
ber of their body to meet at a certain time and place 
for the purpoſe of a friendly, brotherly converſe with 
Mr. Foſter. When his attendance was recommend 
ed and repeatedly urged, as being the moſt fraternal, 
when every ambiguous and doubtful word or phraſe 
could be better explained and underſtood : To this 
method Mr. Foſter acceded (though of the two he 
ſeemed to chooſe the Conſociation might be called) 
and gave ſo much encouragement of a perſonal at- 
tendance, as in the view of that body amounted to.a 
promiſe, The time agreed on for this brotherly 
interview, was the firſt day of September, then next, 
when the committee met accordingly, but to their 
ſurprize and diſappointment Mr. Foſter negit Cd 
attending, but ſent the following, | 
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c Beloved, as it is well known, that four perſons 
in this place, did on the firſt of June laft, complain 
to the Reverend Aſſociation then convened at my 
houſe, that I preached © doctrines contrary to the 
goſpel, and in their view dangerous if not damn- 
ing.” The doctrines complained of by them are in 
number ten, four of which I owned before the Aſ- 
ſociation. The Aſſociation proceeded to chooſe a 
committee, viz. The Rev. Meſſrs. Williams, Row- 
land, Strong, Perry, Williams, Bliſs and Hinſdale ; 
to meet the firſt of September, at Rev. Mr. Perry's, 
and defired me to be preſent and make anſwer to 
what I owned of ſaid articles. I told the Aſſocia- 


tion that I was willing to gratify them, and would 


accordingly wait on the committee with a written 
anſwer to what I owned of the charge, but ſhould 


utterly refuſe to have any converſation with the com- 


mittee but what was by writing. Being ſer for the 
defence of the Goſpel, am determined to vindicate 
the truth, and myſelf in preaching of it, which can- 
not be well done in an oral diſpute. 

As the charge againſt me 1s very high, I doubt 
not but this flock (with whom I have ſo long la- 
bored, and I hope not without ſome ſucceſs) feel 
themſelves deeply intereſted in it. For my own 
part, I aſſure you, I feel myſelf under the ſtrongeſt 
obligations to give you the fulleſt ſatisfaction, that 
the doctrines which I have preached to you, from 
the time of my firſt coming among you to this day, 
are the true grace of God, and in which ye ſtand, by 
which alſo ye are ſaved, if ye keep in memory what 
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I have preached unto you, and practiſe accordingly, 

Which God, for Chriſt's ſake grant you to do, not- 

withſtanding all the attempts of the adverſary to 

move you from your ſteadfaſtneſs. | 

For your ſatisfaction, I ſhall now read to you my 
anſwer, to thoſe articles of charge I owned before the 
Aſſociation, and which I have prepared to lay be- 
fore the committee that are now ſoon to meet, and 
if the Rev. committee think proper to make any 
remarks on my anſwer; I wil) faithfully commu- 
nicate the ſame to you, with my reply thereto, by 
which means you ſhall be made acquainted with 
all that paſſes, and if need be we will publiſh the 
ſame to the world hereafter, 

Meanwhile, let it be our prayer to the great diſ- 
poſer of all events, that he would over-rule all this 
for the glory of his own name, in the greater ſpread 
of truth. | 

Read to the congregation Lord's Day, Auguſt . 
22,1779. 

To the Committee of the Rev. Aſſociation conven- 
ed at the Rev. Mr. Perry's, in Eaſt-Windſor, o 
1ſt September, 1779. : 

Reverend Sirs, 

T HE following is my anſwer to the articles I 
owned, of the charge exhibited againſt me before 
the Rev. Aſſociation in June laſt, Although I ne- 
ver delivered theſe ſentiments in the words of the 
complaint; yet, as I own the ſentiment, will make 
no difficulty about the phraſeology. I ſhall ſer 
down each article, and my anſwer under the 
ſame, : Article 
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Article 1. That Children are not born with 
ſinful and vicious natures, and that Adam's ſin and 


3 


guilt is not conveyed nor imputed to his poſterity, 


but children are born in the image of God, objects 


of his favour and without deſert of puniſhmenr. 


Anſwer. That children are not born with ſinful 
and vicious natures, to me is evident, becauſe the 
ſcriptures expreſsly, clearly and fully affirm, that 
God is the maker of the nature of every ſingle man 
that comes into the world; as really and immediate- 
ly, as truly and properly as of the firſt man, Adam. 
Hence we read, Thy hands have made me and faſhioned 
me together round about. Did not he that made me in the 
womb make bim! And did not one faſhion us in the womb ? 
Tbe ſpirit of God hath made me and the breath of the 


Almighty bath given me life. Thy hands bave made me 


and faſhioned me. Remember thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth. 

Now if our nature when born, was finful and vi- 
cious, God could not be the maker of it, becauſe he 
is infinitely holy; nor could he make a thing which 
was hateful to him, becauſe by the very terms he 
would hate to make ſuch a thing : But God is the 
maker of our nature, therefore our nature, when 
born into the world, is not ſinful and vicious. 

That Adam's fin and guilt is not conveyed nor 
imputed to his poſterity,” Appears plain to me, 

1. Becauſe the ſcripture never ſpeaks of imputing 
at.y act of righteouſneſs or fin to any perſon, but 
what is the act of that perſon to whom it is imput- 
ed, eicher for righteouſneſs or condemnation. 

2, Becauſe 


| 
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God, this text holds forth no reaſon for 


ſame Hebrew word, and farther confirmed 
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2. Becauſe Adam's ſin and guilt is never in 
Scripture ſaid to be u his * 


3. Becauſe fin and guilt are perſonal things, and 
can no more be transfered than perſonahity. 

4. Becauſe it is unjuſt that the fin of one man 
ſhould be imputed to another. For this ve have 


the judgment of God himſelf, who in the zviiith of 


Ezekiel proves his own ways equal, by declaring, 
that he would not impute the fin of one to another. 


| Which is as much as to ſay that if it were otherwiſe 
his ways would be unequal. 


„ That children are born in the image of God,” 
is to me plain from the ſcriptures, which tell us Gen. 
i. 27. hat God created man in his image. 

Now whatever that image of God was in which 


Adam was created, the ſcripture aſſures us that his 
poſterity were, and ſhould to the end of the world be 


propagated in the ſame image of God. See Gen. v. 1. 
God created man, in the m_ of God made be him. 
verſe 3. And Adam begat in bis likeneſs, after bis image, 


which in the ſixth is ſaid to be the likeneſs of God, 


and in chap. i, 27, the image of God. And Gen. 


ix. 6. Whoſo ſhedeth mans blood, by man ſhall his blood 


be ſhed, for in the image of God made be man. Bur if 
men were not in Noah's time made in the image of 
uniſhing 
hat the 


murder with the death of the murderer. 


ſame image of God is intended Gen. ix. 6, that is 


ſpoke of Gen, i. 27, is evident from the uſe of the 
me by the 
original bleſſing being repeated without any Yaria- 
B tion, 


( 1 ) 


tion, except a little enlargement, as in the Iſt, 2d. 
and gd. verſes ; and fully eſtabliſhed by the apoſtle 
James, who tells us in chap. iii. 9, that men inde- 


finitely are made after the fimilitude of God. From 
hence it is demonſtrably evident, that children ate 
now, and will be to the end of the world, born in 


the image of God ; and that they are in a ſlate of 


favour with God, and do not deſerve puniſhment 
das they come into being; follows as a conſequence 


from their not being created ſinful and viciows, nor 


having the fin of any other imputed to them, but 
being made in the image and likeneſs of God, re- 


ceiving their, natures entire from his finiſhing hand; 


«he is furely pleaſed with his own workmanſhip. 


be many arguments which might. be uſed for 


: proof of this, were they wanted, ſuch as the propi- 


gation of the human nature, being under a divine 


bleſſing, children being promiſed as a blefling ; 


their being made relatively holy by God's covenant, 
Chriſt taking them in his arms and bleſſing them, 
d | 
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Article 2. © That obedience is the only condi. 


tion in the coyenant of grace.” 


Anſwer. That the covenant of grace is condi- 
tional, I think need not be proved to any who bave 
read the Bible ; and that obedience is the only con- 


dition upon which its bleſſings may be erjoyed, is 28 


plaia ; or what meaning have ſuch ſcriptures as 


thelp * Not every one that ſayeth unto ore, Lord, Lerg, 
Hall enter into, ibe kingdom of heaven, tut te that deth 
the will of my father, which is in heaven, I hy call ye 


me 
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me Lord, Lord, and do not the things that I ſay ? If ye 
know theſe things, happy are ye if ye do them, Bleſſed 
are they that do his commandments, that they may have 
right to the tree of life. For obtdience to the faith among 
all nations: For your obedience is come abroad unto all 
men; made known to all nations for the obedience of faith. 
Ze ſhall periſh becauſe ye would not be obedient. If ye be 
obedient, ye ſhall eat the good of the land, &c, &c. 
And what is that holineſs without which no man 
ſhall ſee God, unleſs it be obedience ? 

Article 3. That we have a natural and moral 
power to do all that the goſpel requires of us.“ 

Anſwer, That we have all power neceſſary to 
do what the goſpel requires of us, in order to our 
taking beneſit thereby, is what I affirm; for other- 
wiſe we could not be in a ſtate of probation, nor 
could the goſpel be a remedial law for us; it being 
eſſential to ſuch a law, that it adopt itſelf to the abi- 
lities of the creatures whoſe happineſs it regards. 
The common diſt inction between natural and moral 
power, I reje&, as having no foundation; it was in- 
vented by ſhort-fighted men, and uſed to recorcile 
the moſt palpable conttadictions, and to perplex the 
cleareſt and moſt important truths, M-n whoſe 
principles oblige them to contradiẽt themſclves often 
in a ſerman, fly to this fooliſh diſtintioa to k 
themſclves in countenance, as though it had the 
ſame virtue in it that ſome pretend to aſcribe to the 
philoſophers ftone, and would make contradiions 
t-ue, But the greateſt ſticklers for this fooliſh 
diſtinction are forced to own, that the inability 
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which they are pleaſed to call moral, is as truly and 
properly a natural defect, as blindneſs or deafneſs ; 
and for this reaſon the diſtinction is, and ought to 
be rejected by all men of diſcerning. 
Article 4. © That our good works are the 


matter of our juſtification at the Redeemetr's barr.” 


Anſwer. That there will be a day of judgment, 
and that Chriſt will be the Judge in that day, I 
ſuppoſe will be allowed ; and if the goſpel be not 
the rule of judgment, I cannot ſee how it could be 
a day of judgment; it. muſt be only an execution 
day : For by the law of Adam, no penitent believer 
could he acquitted. But if the goſpel be the rule 
of judgment, then our good works, or obedience to 
the goſpel muſt be the matter ; or that for which 
we are juſtified or received to mercy and abſolved 
from tranſgreſſion, which is the moſt obvious and 
uſual fignification of the word juſtify in holy ſcrip- 
ture: And if this be not ſo, what meaning muſt 
ſuch ſcriptures as theſe have ? 8 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father, FOR, I was an 
Hungred, and ye gave me meat. FOR by thy words thou 
ſhalt be juſtified, and by thy words thou Halt be con- 
demned. Vas not Abraham our father juſtified by 
works. Va wot Rabab the barlot juſtified by work! ? 
Te fee then how that by works a man is juſtified.” And 
why are itent believers in ſcripture conſtantly 
called righteous perſons ? Surely they are not ſo in 
theeye of the law of works. 

Theſe are the doctrines ſaid to be © contrary to 
dhe goſpel of Jeſus ang dangerous, if not damning.” 
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But if ſo, what is agreeable to the goſpel of Jeſus; 
and ſafe to be prreached ? Why if theſe men are 
conſiſtent with themfeives, they will ſay, it is © ſafe 
to preach that we were all born with ſinful and vi- 
cious natures.” Though this be to charge all our 
wickedneſs u God our maker, or elſe a full de- 
nial of this fundamental article of all religion---that 
God isour maker 

«Tis goſpel to preach that Adam's fin and guilt 
is imputed to his poſterity.” Though ſuch an idea 
is not to be found in God's book, and it contradicta 


all our natural notions of right and wrong; yea is 


openly unjuſt and cruel in the higheſt degree! 

4 Tis goſpel preaching to affirm that children 
are born deſtitute of the image cf God,” Though 
the Bible in the plaineſt terms affirms the contrary ! 

« *Tis goſpel to preach that the covenant of 
grace is unconditional, or that diſobedience is the 
only condition upon which its favours are to be en- 
Joyed.” Though to affirm either, is abſolutely 
deſtructive of the whole diſpenſation of the goſpel !_ 

« ?Tis ſafe to preach that we can do nothin 


towards our own ſalvation.” Though this is the ſame 


as to ſay that God damas men for nothing! 

++ *Tis goſpel to ſay that thoſe works that flow 
from faith in Chriſt and love to God, are but droſs 
and dung, and that there is no ſuch thing as an 
evangelical juſtification.” Though the Holy Ghoft 
in the ſcriptures compares ſuch works to gold, 
filver and precious ſtones, and aſſures us that they 
will abide the trial, are rewardable, follow the Godly 
to heaven, and give them right to the tree of life | 


( 14 ) 


I know what preaching ſuits ungodly men; and 
Had I nothing in view but to pleaſe them, I doubt 


not but I could get their good word. It is very 
pleaſing to men diſaffected to the work and buſineſs 


of religion, to hear of Adam's being our federal 


head and moral repreſentative, that his ſin and guilt 
is imputed to his poſterity; for ſo, if they periſh 
they are ſure to divide the whole blame, between 
Adam and their Maker, and be themſelves no more 
than idle ſpectators of the judgment of the great day. 

Ie pleaſes them to hear that"their natures are fin- 
ful and vicious; that God has eſtabliſhed an inſepa- 
rable connection betwixt their being men and ſin- 
ners; for this affords them a good éxcuſe for all 
the wickedneſs of their lives, 

It pleaſes them to hear that Chriſt died for a 
definite number, for hereby they are ſecure againſt 


all danger of being condemned for unbelief. 


It pleaſes them to hear of abſolute decrees of 
election ard reprobation, for hereby they are aſſured 


that all inſtrumental religion is but a mere farce, 


and that if they periſh it will be wholly owing to 
ſomething wanting on God's part. 

It pleaſes them to hear of the inability of the 
unregenerate to do any thing towards their ſalva- 
tion; yea, that they can do nothing but fin, for by 
this they find themſelves diſcharged from all religi- 
ous cuties, being ſure that God does not require 


men to ſto. 


It pleaſes them to hear that men are paſſive in 
regeneration, and that this change is wrought by 
| nothing 
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nothing ſhort of almighty and irreſiſtable grace; 
for ſo no duty can forward, nor fin hinder the ſav- 
ing change ; and if it is never wrought, it will not 
be their fault. | 

It pleaſes them to hear that for graceleſs perſons 
to come to the Lord's table, is to ſeal their own 
damnation ; for ſo they can live in diſobedience to 
Chriſt, and yet ſeek their own intereſt, ; 

It pleaſes them to hear the doctrine of total de- 
pravity, and to have human nature run down to the 


loweſt; for this affords them a good excuſe to act 
like beaſts and devils, ſince God has given them a 


nature no better than theirs. It were eaſy to ſhew 
that the whole ſyſtem of ſchool divinity and Flopkin- 
tonian Bellamitiſm, is calculated to ſooth and flatter 
carnal men, and ſew pillows to all arm-holes ; and 
is as different from the Hiviaity of the Bible, as the 
worſhip ſet up by Jereboam was from that appoint- 
ed by J-hovah : And whatever others do I dare not 
preach 1uc1 daCtriner, becauſe I believe them falſe, 
and am perſuaded that the damned wlll never have 
any ſuch cordial in hell as theſe docttines promiſe 
I have read all the Deiſtical writers of any note, 
and their objections againſt the ſcriptures have 
mightily confirmed me in the belief of their divine 
original and authority. 
Haut if it can be made appear that the ſcriptures 
do teach ſuch doctr ines as before mentioned, I muſt 
give them up, and (it down in total diſpair of ever 
being able to defend them, or ſzeing, them defended 
by any other, againſt deiſts and infidels, = 
4t 


. 


But I have no doubt on my mind about the ſcrip- 

tures, nor fear that any ſuch things will ever be 
proved from them. 
I know all that has been ſaid by any, fince ſchool- 
divinity came in vogue, for ſuch opinions, and the 
ſcriptures-that have been abuſed to ſupport them; 
and fear not to face any of their arguments. 

I have read as many books as moſt men of my 
age, but I regard not the ſayings of men, any fur- 
ther then they have for them a ihus ſaith the Lord. 

The Bible I eſteem the beft Book, its doctrines 
tell me what to believe, its precepts how to live, its 
promiſes are the daily joy of my heart. And 

tſuaded that J muſt ſoon be accountable to Jeſus 
Chrift, how and with what I have fed his ſheep and 
| Jambs, I dare not take my fermons from any other 
fountain but his word. 

I expect to reap as I ſow, and therefore dare not 
ſow the chaff of dreaming monks. For what is the 
chaff to the wheat ſaith the Lord ? 

I have hitherto ſtudied God's word without tetters 
and am determined ftill to do ſo. 

Firmly believing the ſcriptures to be a revelation 
from God, and that they alone contain the true and 
genuine principles of the Chriſtian religion, it is my 
reſolution to make them the ſtudy of my life. What 
dectrines they teach I embrace; and will, to the 
beſt of my ability, teach and communicate to others. 
What in them 1 find nor, I will never profeſs nor 
teach, to gain any the greateſt temporal advantages. 
And from this my purpoſe, by the grace of God aſ- 


ſiſtin g 


CW 3 


ſiſting me, no man, nor body of men ſhall perſuade 
me. And if any of my brethren ſhouid deſpiſe; 
fander, malign and call me ill names, and repre- 
ſent me as dangerous and odious, becauſe I don't 
think in their track; but rejecting all human 
ſchemes, mak: God's word my rule, I ſhall pity 
their weakneſs, and ever pray that God would * 
them their miſtake, and give them more of the goſ- 
pel temper and ſpirit. But by the grace of God 
will never copy their example, nor return railing for 
railing, but bleſſing for curſing, according to the 
precept arid example of my bleſſed Saviour. Be 
thou faithful unto the death, and I will give thee a crown 
of life, is enough to ſupport me under all ſufferings 
that I ever can be called to for the truth ſake. 

That man who makes tke word of God his ſtudy 
and by fervent prayer begs the help of the Holy 
Spirit of God therein; and rejects all thoſe pr inci- 
ples that he finds not in the word, but embraces with 
all his heart what he is ſatisfied that teaches, and 
holds the truth in love; though becauſe he differs 
from ſome others in his religious ſentiments, he ſhould 
be cenſured and calumniſed, yet J had much rather 
be in his condition, than in their's who cenſure and 
judge him. | 3 

To prevent miſtakes, or any ill uſe that may 
ever be made of my writing to you, Rev. Gentle- 
men, I would obſerve, that I am very far from con- 


ſidering you as dictators in matters of religion; or 


as having any power, authority or right to deter- 
mine what 1 ſhall believe, or how I ſhall preach. I 
FI C _ 
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owh no other maſter but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

and am forbid by him to call any man father upon 

eatth. I know no man, nor any body of men, who 

have dominion-over my faith; or have a right to 

cenſure me, becauſe I believe and teach differently 

from them; any more than I have to cenſure them 
becauſe they differ from me. 

All ye are brethren. It is well ſaid by Mr. Henry 
on the text, School fellows are brethren, and as 
ſuch ſhould help one another get their leſſon, but 
it will by no means be allowed that one of the ſcho- 
lars ſtep into the maſter's ſeat and give law to the 
ſchool, If we are all brethren, we muſt not be 
many maſers.” T“ 

There has been thoſe who thought they did God 
ſervice, in ſearching out heretics, judging and cen- 
ſuring them, yea, even burning of them [-.-But I 
verily believe they were miſtaken, and either mitun- 
derſtood, or did not duly confider what an inſpired 
writer has faid; bo art thou that judgeſt another 
man ſervant ? To bis own maſter be flandeth or falleth, 
yea, be ſhall be holden up for God is able to make bim 
and. But why doſt thou judge thy brother ? Or why 
deft thou ſet at naught thy brother ? For we ſhall all ſtand 
before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt. 

I don't mention this, Rev. Gentlemen, becauſe 1 
think it poſſible, for you either to be ſo weak or ſo 
wicked, as to uſurp authority over the faith of 
ethers; and ſet up to be infallible dictators; but, 
as before ſaid, only to prevent any ill uſe that may 
over be made of my writing ; in doing which, no 
more 
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more was ever intended by me than to ſhew"a rea- 
dineſs to give a reaſon of the hope that is in me to 
every one that aſks. | 

And if it ſhould appeir to you, Rev. Sirs, that 

there is any doctrinal error or miftake, in what 1 
have wrote; I ſhall take it kindly that you point 
it out to me in the plaineft terms; and if I can ſee 
it ſhall be ready to retract it. But if I ſhould think 
differently from you, ſhall return you what I efteem 
à full vindication, 5 

I have to aſk pardon for my prolixity, and con- 
clude, wiſhing you, Rev. Sirs, the divine preſence, 
dire&ion and blefling, in all your juſt endeavours 
to ſerve Chrift Jeſus ; and ſubſcribe your unwors 
thy brother in the kingdom and patience of Jeſus; 

ISAAC FOSTER, 

To the Rev. Committee of Aſſociation. 

N. B. I hadit in mind, and I think mentioned 
it to aſſociation, that I would refer to ſome of the 
greateſt and beft divines, both before and fince the 
riſe of Popery, to ſhew that my opinions have been 


held and defended, by ſome of the greateſt and 


moſt uſeful men, in every age of the church to this 
day. But as this would anſwer no end with gen- 
tlemen acquainted with books, and neceſſarily take 
much writing, I have omitted it here, but ſhall add 
that if ever I have occaſion to publiſh. I. F. 

Whereupon the committee thought proper to re- 
fer the matter to the then next Aſſociation; at the 
ſame time thought it incumbent on them to report 
it as their opinion, that it was highly expedient _ 


— 


avid 8. Rowland, 
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the Conſoc iat ion be called as ſoon as might be with 
convenience to attend to the premiſes. The Aſſocia- 
tion being convened October 6, 1779. The re- 


port of ſaid committee being exhibired, certify ing 


that Mr. F-—r did not appear as was expected, 
bur ſent in writing his anſwer to part of the articles 
contained in the complaint above recited, The 
Aſſociation having attended to the ſaid complaint, 
and report, and Mr. F——t's anſwer, ſay, it is 
their opinion, that it is highly expedient that the 
Conſaciation of this diftri& be called to meet, and 
take into conſideration the aforementioned complaint: 
They alſo defired a citation might be ſent to the 
Rev. Mr. F-----r, adviſing him of the time and place 
when he might have the opportunity of anſwering to 
the ſeveral articles of complaint exhibited againſt 
him, to the Aſſociation in June laſt,-.- Accordingly 
letters miſſive were directed to the ſeveral paſtors 


and churches in this diſtrict to meet at the houſe of 
Mr. Gay, in Weſt-Stafford, on the fiiſt Tueſday of 


November (then) next, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

At a meeting of the North Conſociation in the 
County of Hartford, in the ſecond ſociety in Staf- 
ford. on the firſt Tueſday of November, I779, at 
the Houſe of Mr. Ebenezer Gay, convened by let- 
tens niſſive ſigned by two of the membeis, in the ab. 
ſedce 1 ator. 5 

. 

Rev. Elders. M.ſſcrgers. 

Eliph. Williams 


. — Churc bes. 
„Col. John Pitkin, E. Hartford. 


Iſt. Windſor, 
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Rev. Elders. Meſſengers, Churches: 
Joſeph Strong, Salm. Brook. 
Ihn Willard, Capt. J. Harper, 1ſt. Stafford. 
Thomas Potwine, 2d. E. Windſor. 


G deon Noble, Dea. Tim. Pearl, Williagton. 
Eben. K llogg, Dea, Eliph. Lad, N. Bolton. 
»hn Bliſs, Dea. Medi. Fitch, Elengton. 
heod. Hinſdale, N. Windſor. 
Aaron Church, Dea. Jere. Emmons, Hartland, 
Rufus Hawley, | Northington. 
Nathan Petkins, Dea. Noah Webſter, W. Hartford. 
Char. Backus, Dea. Joſh. Pomeroy, Somers. 
Aaron]. Booge, Dea. Sam. Owen, Turkey Hills, 
Sam, Stebbins, 1ſt Simſbury, 
Dea. Beno. Olcot, iſt E. Windſor 
Dea. N. Kingſbury, Tolland. 
The Rev. Joſeph Strong was choſen Moderator, 


and Meſſrs. 1 heodore Hinſdale and Aaron Church, 
SCIIBes. - * 


The Council adjourned to the meeting houſe, 


Where it was opened by prayer. The complaint 
againſt he Rev. Iſaac Foſter, Paſtor of the church 


and ſociety in Weſt Stafford, ſigned by Solomon 
BI by and others was then read, which contained 
tie articles above recited. The Rev. Iſaac Foſler, 
then preſent, read, in preſence of the council, a cer- 
tain paper, in which he denied the juriſdiftion of 
conlaciation ; challenged them to a public diſputa- 


tion on any points of docttine in which they might 


differ from him; propoſed four queſtions to be 
anſwered by them before they ſhould praceed---and 
then withdrew. -- Which is as follows : To 


168 


o the Venerable CONSOCIA TION, convened at 
| Mr. EBtNnEztr Gary's, in STAFFoRD, 
Gentlemen, | | | 
W_E having been ſerved with a paper, ſigned by 
the Rev. Meſſieurs Theodore Hir ſdale and Charles 


Backus, giving us notice of your convening, for 
the purpoſe of judging on ſundry articles of doctrine z 


and requiring vs to appear before you, and make 
anſwer to certain charges contained in a paper ſigned 
by Solcmon Bixby and others. Beg leave to offer 
* follows to your conſideration: | 
« At a meeting of the ſecond church of Chrift 
In Stafford, at the meeting-houſe, October 20, 1779 : 
It was put to the church to ſignify, by their vote, 
whether they were now of the ſame mind, reſpecting 
the ſcriptures of the Old and New Teſtament, as 
expreſſed in their covenant, drawn up and ſubſcrib- 
ed at the time of the gathering of this church: In 
which covenant are theſe words: We take the 
ſcriptures of the Old and New. Teſtament to be the 
only infallible rule of our faith and practice, ſub- 
miting our conſciences to Jeſus Chriſt, the only 
'Lord of conſcience, calling no man in this ſenſe 
Maſter and Lord, for one is our Maſter and Lord 
who is in heaven.” That as you have never ad- 
mitted any rule of doctrine, or platform of diſcipline, 
but God's word; ſo you never will: But conſtantly 
reject whatever ſhall be propoſed to you, by any 
man or body of men, that has nothing better for 
its authority than the opinion of men, though of the 
greateſt name or fame. That your faith may ftand, 


not 
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not in the wiſdom of men, but in the power of God: 
Fully agreeing in that well known proteſtant opini- 
on, as clearly founded on the word of God, that 
no man, nor number of men, ſeparated or united in' 
council, ſince the times of Chrift and his apoſtles; 


have any right to decide in matters of faith. That 


it is inconſiſtent with the reſpe& due to Jeſus Chriſt” 


for any to attempt it.“ Voted, nem. co. 
A true copy ; | 
Alteft. I, FOSTER, Paſtor. 
Gentlemen, | | 


By this you ſee what we are built upon, eveti' 
the foundation of the apoſtles and prophets, Jeſus- 
Chriſt himſelf being the chief corner-ſtone. 

We admit no other rule of faith and practice but 
the word of God, We diſclaim all human autho- 
rity over the faith and conſciences of men; and' 


deny any viſible head of the church on earth, or the 


right any church, council, or conſociation have to 


cenſure any for their opinions, who fear God, work 


righteouſneſs, and give no diſturbance to the tate z 


every man having right equal with his brother to 


make his own creed, and is accountable to none bur' 
Chriſt for the ſame. No one church being ſubor- 
dinate to another, each being endowed with an 
equality of power from Jeſus Chriſt : And in theſe 
things we agree, not only with all proteſtants, but 
eſpecially with the pious fathers of this country, 
and in particular with the ſynod at Say-Brook, A. D. 


1708 ; as appears by the confeſſion of faith and 


platform aſſented to by them, and atter approved ** 
a; 3 
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_ che gegeral aſſembly at New - Haven. See Con. chap. 
i. ſec, 10. * The Supreme Judge, by which all 
controverſies of religion are to be determined, and 
all decrees of councils, opinions of ancient writers, 
doctrines of men and private ſpirits are to be examin- 
ed, and in whoſe ſentence we are to reſt, can be no 
other but the holy ſcripture delivered by the ſpirit, 
into. which ſcripcure fo delivered our faich is finally 
reſolved.” And chap. 21. ſec. 2. „ God only 
is Lord of conſcience, and has left it free from the 
doctrines and commandments of men, which are in 
thing contrary to his word, or not contained in 
it: So that to believe ſuch doctrines, or to obey 
ſuch commands out of conſcience is to betray true 
liberty of conſcience ; and ihe requiring of an im- 
plicit faith, and an abſolute blind obedience is to 
deſtroy liberty of conſcience and reaſon alſo.” And 
in their preface they ſay, We do not aſſume to 
ourſelves, that any thing be taken upon truſt from 
us; but commend to our people thefe followin 
counſels : iſt, That you be immoveably and un- 
changeably agreed in the only ſufficient and inva- 
riable rule of religion, which is the holy ſcripture, 


the fixed canon, uncapable of addition or dimuni- 


tion. You ought to account nothing antient that 
will not ſtand by this rule, nor any thing new that 
will. 2d. That you be determined by this rule in 
the whole of religion; that your faith be right and 
divine; the word of God muſt be the foundation of 
it, and the authority of the word the reaſon of it--- 
to reſolve faith into education, inſtruction and the 

| 3 perſuaſion 
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1 
perſuaſion of others is not an higher reaſon than 4 
Papiſt, Mahomietan or Pagan can produce for his 
religion.” And in Heads of Agreemerit, page 106, 
they ſay, © That none of our particular churches 
mall be ſubordinate to one another, each being en- 
do ved with equality of power from Jeſus Chiiſt; 
aid that none of the ſaid particular churches, their officer 
07 officers, ſhall exerciſe any power, or baue any ſuperi- 
ority ever any other church or thcir officers.” But how 
dbes this agree, gentlemen, to the deſign you are 
convened upon; and the ſpirit of the paper by 
Waich we are called before you? Gentlemen, have 
you fully adopted that Popiſſi opinich, that coun- 
cils have right to decree articles of faith, and decide 
in all religious matters? And are yoo now going to 
erect a proteſtant ſupremacy and infallibiliry epori 
the ruins of the Papal ? Pray, gentlemen, open 
your eyes, and do conſider, that it was 325 years 
after Chriſt, before any man, or number of men, 
thought they had right to make creeds fot their 
neighbours : AM what was conſequent on ortho- 
doxy and hereſy being determined by the deciſions 
of councils, you do, or ovght to know. Did not 
God teſtify his dreadful dif, leaſure againſt this in 2 
much more awful manner * againſt Korah and 
his company ? Notwithſtanding the curſed practice 
continued, and religion was no longer propagated 
by apoſtolic methods of perſuaſion, forbearance and 
the vittues of a holy life; but by imperial edicts 


and the decrees of councils for more than a thouſard 


years, in which tinie none dare ſay that the ſcrip- 
| D tures 


AS. 


tures were the only rule of faith. Then thoſe glo- 
rious lights Huſs, Jerome, Zuinglius, Bullinger, 
Calvin, Melancthon, Beza and others aroſe, who, 
renounc ing the errors of the church of Rome, lead 
forth the proteſtant churches. _ 

Look upon the inquiſition, the holy tribunal, and 
curfed placarts practiſed in the dark reign of the 


beaſt. See the ſtar chamber and high commiſſion- 


courts under which our fathers ſuffered in England, 
and tell us whether you are going to erect the like 
here, for the ſame pious purpoſes for which them 
were ſet up. Be it known unto you, gentlemen, 
that there is nothing in the principles or practice of 
thoſe good men that firſt fettled churches in this 
country, nothing in their eee of diſcipline, 
nothing in the Goſpel of th Son of God, to coun- 
tenance the defign you are come upon this day; but 
all theſe, with common ſenſe, agree to proclaim you 
bold invaders of the rights of God and conſcience, 
and to declare your authority to be derived from 
the ſame fountain, that the council of Conſtance 
derived theirs, when they decreed that the bones of 
Dr. Wickliff ſhould be dug up and burnt to aſhes ; 
which accordingly was done, and his aſhes thrown 
into the rivulet Swift, 

As to the requiſition ſent us by the Reverend 
Geatlemen before named, we plainly tell you that 
unleſs this Conſociation explicitly diſavow thoſe 
two words, judge and require, we ſhall think our- 
ſelves in duty bound to publiſh it as approved by 
you; that the United States of America may fee 
what they have yet to expect from the dying ſtrug- 
gles of the man of ſin, e 
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We meet you, Gentlemen, not out of reſpect to 
the requiſition ſent us, but to ſhew our forwardneſs 


to defend the religion of the bleſſed Jeſus, and bear 


our teſtimony againſt ſpiritual tyranny. And ac- 
cordingly we do now, in imitation of our godly an- 
ceſtors in England, when ſummoned before courts 
like this, for believing God rather than man, chal- 


lenge you to a public diſputation on any points of 


doctrine wherein you are pleaſed to differ from us, 
provided it may be on equal terms and the ſcrip- 
ture the only judge. And we doubt not but the im- 
partial public will ſoon be ſatisficd who have the 
ſcriptures on their ſide and who not. 

As to anſwering charges before you that are laid 
in againſt us, and waiting your judgment on the 
ſame we ſay, 

iſt, We cannot in conſcience do it, becauſe it 
would be a difowninfMhe kingly authority of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; till you have firſt produced a commiſſion, 
with the broad ſeal of Heaven affixed thereto, con- 
ſtituting you infallible judges in matters of faith. 
2d. We have heretofore ſent the committee of aſ- 
ſociation an anſwer to all we own of ſaid charges; 
which is all we are concerned about, and we ſuppoſe 
you poſſeſſed of it. And though that was ſhort, 
and deſigned only to give a lead to ſomething fur- 
ther, yet we ſhall ſay no more till, that be objected 
to, unleſs we make the whole public. We further 
tell you that we ſhall never meet you again when 
required ſo todo, But ſhall always ſtand ready to 
wait on you when ever deſired with decency as bre- 
thren and equals. 


We 


* 


We have an earneſt deſire that you would accept 
our offer of a public diſputation, not for the ſake 
of maſtery, but for the diſcovery of truth, and that 
vile informers, who have aſperſed us, may be aſham- 
ed. We ſay not that we are under no miſtake, for 
who can underſtand his errors? But we can truly ſay, 
that we have got our principles by diligent ſearch- 
ing the holy ſcriptures, and fervent prayer to the 
father of light, and are not conſcious to ourſelves of 
any error in doctrine, But if you, gentlemen, think 
we are miſtaken, pray help us, and by cool diſpaſ- 
ſionate reaſoning, out of the ſcriptures, ſhew us our 
error, Don't domineer over us, nor think to be- 
ſiege our reaſon with armies, nor batter our will 
with cannon ; but offer us conviction by reaſon, we 
are ready to receive it. 

Gentlemen, can you be merciful as our heavenly 
Father 1s merciful, and ſee us travelling on the nar- 
row line of life, which divides the boundleſs conti- 
nents of happineſs or miſery, and through error, in 
danger of plunging into endleſs woe, and not kind 


enough to tell us our miſtake when defired by us, 


unleſs we will renounce Chriſt and own you Lords 
of conſcience ! ! ! 

We leave with you the following queſtions to be 
anſwered before you proceed any further. 
I. Have you any authority to judge concerning 
doctrines, reſpecting their agreement or diſagree- 
ment with the goſpel, that we have not. 


II. Is your judgment, as ſuch, with regard to 


doctrines, in any mzaſure binding on us. 


III. What 
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III. What authority have you to require us tg 
appear before you and anſwer to a complaint that 
we teach doctrines contrary to the goſpel ? 

IV. Have we not the ſame authority, upon re- 
port made to us by vile informers, that you teach 
doctrines contrary to the goſpel; to require you to 
appear before us and make anſwer to charges that 
you have to require us to appear before you? 

Gentlemen, If you have inadvertantly fallen into 
this premunite, we wiſh you may get happily out of 
it without hurt to your characters. We can truly 
ſay, that in this caſe, we are much more concerned 
for you than for ourſelves. 

But if you have done this from a luſt of power, 
and principles of ſpiritual tyranny, we have to tell 
you, that it is unhappy for you that you came fo 
late into exiſtence. You ſhould have lived inArch 
Biſhop Laud's time, or in the reigns of Charles II. 
and James II. When in about 28 years, not leſs 
leſs than bo, ooo heritics ſuffered, near 8,000 of them 
periſned i in priſon. You might theo, in travelling 
a tew miles, have ſeen the quarters of ſeveral hun- 
dred heretics, fixed on gibbzts. The pious Juſtice 
Jefferies, would have found you all employ, either 
as judges or informers. But unhappy for you that 


harveſt is over, and the free air we breathe in this 


country, will ſadly cramp you, and that baſe trick 
we have got of calling the martyrs hero's, you will 
find hard to eradicate. 

We ſuppoſe you would now chooſe to be alone, 
ſhall therefore withdraw, Is 
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If you conclude to accept our offer of a public 
diſputation, or have any thing further to ſay to us, 
you know where we live, we ſhall always be ready 
to wait upon you, if treated with civility and po- 
liteneſs. 

LT DUST TEM 
Paſtor of the 2d church in Stafford, 

Stafford, November 2, 1779, 

After deliberating on the contents of the above 
paper, it was ynanimoufly agreed, that notwithſtand- 
10g any thing therein alledged, the way was clear 
for the council to proceed to the buſineſs on which 
it had been convened. | 
_ Wedneſday morning a committee was appointed 
to wait on the Rev. Iſaac Foſter, with an anſwer to 
to the ſeveral queſtions and exceptions, by him 
taken againſt the words require and judge, in the 
citation ſent him, as contained in his paper of yeſter- 
day, and is as follows, viz. 

DOueftion 1. Have you any authority to judge 
concerning doctrines, reſpecting their agreement or 


diſagreement with the goſpel, that we have not? 


Anſwer. You, as paſtor and church, have a ſole 
right to judge for yourſelves what doctrines agree 
with the goſpel. Before you confociated with theſe 
churches, you had a right to judge for yourſelves, 
whether the doctrines we profeſſed fo far agreed with 
the goſpel that you could, conſiſtent therewith, have 
Chriſtian and miniſterial communion with us; you 
have now undoubtedly a right to judge for your- 


ſelves, whether the laws of Chriſt permit you to 


continue in fellowſhip with us : We only claim to 
ourſelves, 
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ourſelves, as paſtors and churches, the ſame rights, 
with reſpect to you. 

9, 2. Is your judgment, as ſuch, with regard to 
doctrines, in any meaſure binding, on us? . 
oF No farther than it agrees with the word of 

od. 

9. 3. What authority have you to require us to 
appear before you, and anſwer to a complaint, that 
we teach doctrines contrary to the goſpel ? | 

A. None à all, that implies in us, as paſtors and 
churches, any pre-eminence of rank or order above 
the paſtor and church in Welt Stafford; all the 
authority we claim is founded Firſt; in that endear- 
ing relation between all Chriſtian paſtors, as fellow 
ſervants of the ſame Lord, and Chriſtian churches, 
as members of the ſame body; which neceſlarily 
implies a mutual care for and watchfulneſs over 
each other: Secondly, That Chriſtian love, which 
inclines us to perform the duty towards you which 
1s required by the relation aforeſaid : Thirdly, On 
the right we claim to judge for ourſelves, with 
whom Chriſt permit us to hold communion, and 
trom whom he charges us to withdraw, for the ſake 
of our own purity and preſervation : Fourthly, The 
example of the church at Jeruſalem, with regard to 
unſound doctrines taught in the Gentile churches, 
Acts 15, and the exhortation given to Timothy, to 
charge ſome at Epheſus that they teach no other 
doctrine, 1 Tim. i. 3. Fifchly, Your union with 
us, as a church, conſociated by particular conſent, 
founded in the foregoing Chriftian principles, aud 
ſignified and ratified by your long practice of _—_ 

an 
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and judging with us in ſimilar caſes, in the form of 
which conſociation it is agreed, © That all caſes of 


ſcandal that fall out within the circuit of any of + 


the aforeſaid conſociations ſhall be brought to a 
council of the elders, and alſo meſſengers of the 
churches within the ſaid circuit : That whea any 
caſe is orderly brought before any council of the 
churches, it ſhall there be heard and deterrhined, 
which ſhall be a final iſſue, and all parties therein 
concerned ſhall ſit down and be determined therebr ;*? 
9. 4. Have we not the ſame cocky upon re- 
port made to us by vile informers, that you teach 
doctrines contrary to the goſpel; to require you to 
appear before before us and make anſwer to charges, 
that you have to require us to appear before you?“ 
With regard to the exceptions taken againſt the 
words require and judge, contained in the citation 
lent to the Rev. Mr. Foſter, we claim no Gther tre- 


ſpe& nor authority than what is founded in the be- 


foremer.tioned principles of the communion of 
churches, and expreſſed in the conſtitution of theſe 
conſociated churches, which you as well as we have 
adopted ; nor do we mean to impoſe our judgment 
in matters of doctrine in any ſenſe or meaſure, as 
binding on you, otherwiſe than as warranted by 
thoſe principles and that conſtitution, The council 
do therefore hereby only ſignify to you, that they 
deſire and expect you to attend and pay that tegard, 


and none other, which is due to brother - paltors 


and ſiſter churches, conſociated with you and the 
Church 


1 For an anſwer to this, ſee the anſwer to the firſt queſs 
ion. | 
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church under your paſtoral care, for the purpoſes of 


church and miniſterial communion. 


The ſame day at 12 o'clock, the council adjourn- 


ed to the meeting houſe, where after prayer by the 
Moderator. The Rev. Iſaae Foſtet's defence before 
the committee of the aſſociation, was publicly read, 
alſo the foregoing anſwer of the council to his four 
queftions, &c, to which was alfo ſubjoined the fol- 
lowing remarks, viz. The council think it incum- 
beat on them in this public manner, to ſignify to 
th: peopleconvened on this occaſion, that in anſwer 
to all that reviling language, contained in two pa- 
s, the one by the Rev. Iſaac Foſter, at the meet- 
ing houſe, and the other by the Rev. Dan Foſter, at 
Mr. Gay's before the council and ſpectators, they 
only ſay, they view it as a tranſgreſſion of the rules 
of Chriftian meekneſs and rendernef; and unbecom- 
ing the miniſterial character, and as having too much 
of an appearanceof defign to defame the council and 
miſlead the people. This is all the notice the coun- 
eil think needful to take of the matter at preſent. 
Same day at evening, in conſequence of a meſſage 
from the Rev. Ifaac Foſter, repeating his challenge 


and requeſt for a public diſputation, an anſwer was 


prepared, and ſoon after ſent to him, manifeſting the 

reaſons why the council thought proper to decline 
a public difputation, and is as follows. 

1 Stafford, November 3, 1779, 
5 Rev. Mr. ISAAC FOSTER, 
SIR. ; 

THE conſociation convened in this place have 

repeived 2 paper from you, and a committee of the 

E church 


41 2, 


church under your paſtoral care, requeſting a pub- 
lic diſputation &c. We would obſerve, in the firſt 
place, that you had an opportunity of a brotherly 
conferrence with a committee of the aſſociation, and 


was requeſted to give your attendance, but it ſeems 


you declined, | 
You are ſenſible you was in the next place, in- 


formed, ty two members of the conſociation, that 


ſaid body was to fit in your pariſh at a particular 
time, at which you was notified to attend; but you 
declined dcing any thing mote than to read a paper 
you had prepared. 
The cor ſociation earneſtly deſirous of your meet- 
ing them, ſent a particular requeſt, that you would 
appear and make anſser to the articles objected 
againſt you, at which time you might have had an 
opportunity cf ſaying what you ſhould think pro- 
per, reJatiie to tt ofe articles, and when there might 
have been a very free and full diſcuſſion of the 
points referred to. Ard you cannot but remember 
Sir, that in your written defence, ſent the committee 


of the allociation, you, in ſo many worde, ſay, that 


you ſha!l utterly refuſe 'to have any converſation 
with the committee, but what was by writing. 
You further ſay that“ I] being fet for the defence 
of the goſpel, am determined to vindicate the truth, 
and my ſelf ia preaching of it, which cannot be well 
done in an oral diſpute,” 

And you muſt be ſenſible, as well as we, that 
the cor:{ociation, as ſuch, cannot compiy with your 
motion without deviating from the profeſſed dehign 
of their preſent meeting: I hough ſtill they are 8 de- 
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ſirous as ever to hear any thing you would think 
to offer, before them, in the conſociation. 

The council proceeded to a public hearing of the 
ſ-veral articles of complaint againſt the Rev, Iſaac 
Foſter, as though he had been preſent, and a mi- 
nute examination of his ſeveral publications, his de- 
fence before the aſſociation's committee and witneſ- 
ſes relative thereto, which was continued by ſeveral 
adjournments untill Friday morning, when the 
council came unanimouſly to the following reſult, 
which the ſame day was accordingly publiſhed in the 
meeting-houſe, | 

Article 1. That children are not born with ſin- 
ful ard vicious natures ; and that Adam's fin and 
Quilt is not conveyed nor imputed to his poſterity ; 
but children are born in the image of God, objects 


of his favor, and without deſert of puniſhment, 


This article, owned and defended by Mr. Foſter, 
was Voted dargerous and contrary to the goſpel, 
according to charge. -The Conſociation diſapprove 
of it, for the following reaſon: The word cf God 
is full and expreſs, in aſſerting that men are born 
into the world vith finful and depraved natures, 
Gen. vi. 5. ſpeaking of the wickedneſs of man, ic 
is ſaid, © that every imagination of the thoughts of 
his heart, was only evil continually,” Job, xiv. 4. 
* Who can bring a clean thing cut of an unclean? 
not one.” John iii. 6. © That which is born of 
fl-th is fleſh,” Ephef, ii, 3. And were by nature 
children of wrath, cven as others.” | 

And that men derive a corrupt nature from Adam 
is abundantly plain from Gen, v. 2. And Adam 
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begat a ſon; in bis own likeneſs, after bis image.. 
Not after the image of God, in which we read man 
was firſt made. Gen. i. 27. God created man in 
his own image, in the image of God created he 
him;“ but in his corrupted fallen likeneſs, Pal, 
I. 5. © Behold! | was ſhapen in iniquity, and 
in ſia did my mother conceive me.” Rom. v. 12, 
and onwards, ©: Wherefore as by one man fin 
entered into the world, and death by fin, and ſo 
death paſſed upon all men, for that all have ſinned.” 
Ver. xvili. © Therefore, as by the offence of one, 
judgment came upon all men to condemnation.” 
Ver. 19.“ By one man's diſcbedience, many were 
mace ſinners.“ If children are not polluted, why 
then are they baptiſed ? And why mult they be 
regenerated in order to their entering into the Kking- 
dom of God? Thus evident is it to every candid 
impartial mind, that man is born into the world 
with a ſinful nature, aud not in the moral image of 
God]; conſequently nut free from guilt or deſert of 
puniſhmenr. | 

Article 2, That perfect obedience is not required 
of us; but the law that required it of us, is en- 
tirely aboliſhed. Not proved, 

Article 3. That obedience is the only condition 
in the covenant of grace. 

This article was owned and defended by Mr. 
Foſter, and as explained in his defence and printed 
works, voted dangerous and unſcriptural : For thus 
ſpeaketh the ſcripture: Kom. iv. 4. But to him 
that worketh not but believeth on him that juſtifi- 
eth the unged]y, his faith is counted for * 
' nels.” 
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neſs.” Even as David alſo deſcribeth the bleſſedneſs 
of the man unto whom God imputeth rightecuſneſs 
without works, In theſe words, the bleſſings of the 
covenant of grace are expreſsly ſuſpended on faith; 
but thus they could not ba if ot :dience in diſtinc- 
tion from faith were the only condition. 

It is certain without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the 
Lord; and the goſpel contains the moſt weighty 
arguments to univerſal obedience ; but this obedi- 
ence is the fruit of a union with Chriſt, and can no 
more exiſt without this union than the branch ſe- 
yered from the vine can bear fruit, John xv. 1---1z. 

Article 4. That we have a natural and moral 
power to do all that the goſpel requireth of us, 
This article, owned and defended by Mr. Foſter, 
was voted unſcriptural and dangerous according to 
charge. 

Mr. Foſter wholly explodes as fooliſh and ridi- 
culous, the diſtinction between natural and moral 

awer; and exprelsly aſſerts in his defence, that we 
ave all power neceſſary to do what the goſpel re- 


quires of us, in order to inherit its bleſſings. 


That God doth not require natural impoſſibilities 
of men, we are as full in affirming as he can be ; 
but at the ſame time muſt believe, that man's inabt. 
lity to holineſs is ſuch, as fully to juſtify thoſe 
words of our Saviour, John Vi. 44. © No mancan 
come unto me except the Father who hath ſent me 
draw him:“ And of the apoſtle, Rom. viii. 7, 
The carnal mind is not ſubject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be,“ ver. 8. “ Sq then they chat 
are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God. — 

Should 
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Should we admit that man hath full power to do 
all that the goſpel requireth of him in every ſenſt, in 
which he might be ſaid to poſſeſs it, we conceive 
we muſt then admit a principle of holineſs in him 
naturally, in his fallen ſtate, contrary to the word of 
God, or elſe utterly deny the force of moral obliga- 
tion, for to adopt the rule of duty to the bias of 
the depraved heart, is to make it what we pleaſe ; 
and it is entirely repugnant to all our conceptions 
of the perfections of the Deity, that he ſhould give 
his rational creatures ſuch mutable, variable laws : 
His laws are like himſelf, holy, juſt and good im- 
mutably. 

Article 5. That cur good works are the matter 
of our juſtification at the Redeemer's bar. 

This article, owned and defended by Mr. Foſter, 
was voted unſcriptural and dangerous. Although 
Mr. Foſter profe ſſes openly to defend this, yet it 
appears directly oppoſite to, and ſubveifive of the 

oſpel method of ſalvation. No dcoQrine is more 
plainly and frequently taugbt as a foundation prin- 
Ciple in the holy ſcriptures, than that the juſtifica- 
tion of believers before God is wholiy on account cf 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs. Rom. ili. 28. A man is 
juſtified by faith without the deeds of the law, By 


the deeds of the law ſhall no fl:ſh be juſtiſied in his 


ſi ght.“ Tit. iii. 7, © That being juſtified by his 
grace, We ſhould be heirs according to the hope of 
eternal life.” Rom. v. 19. © By the obedience of 
one ſhall many be made righteous.” 

Can any thing be more evident, from theſe and 
 fimilar texts, that the matter of cut juſtification he- 
fore 


RE I, 

fore God, is not our own perſonal defetive obedi- 
ence, but the all perfect righteouſneſs of Chriity 1 
imputed to us, and received by faita alone? T his | 
righteouſneſs is the ſole and excluſive ground of 
our pardon and acceptance with God and juttifi-a- 
tion at the Redeewer's bar. Rom. x. 4. For 
Cbriſt is the end of the law for righteouſneſs lo every one 
that believelh, 

Saints in glory ar? deſcrived as having their robes 
made white in the blood of the Lamb. Rev. vii. 15. 
Theſe are they which came out of great tribula;ion, and 
have waſbed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. If our works are the matter of 
our jaftification at the Redeemer's bar, it is diffi- 
cult to ſay for what nurpoſe Chriſt died, and how 
he is the mediator between God and man. 

Article 6. That Chriſt's righteouſneſs is not ſuf. 
ficient for our acceptance with God, that being a 
legal righteouſneſs, but we mult have a zolpel tigh- 
teouſaets of our own for which we ſhall be accepted, 

Voted, To be proved according to charge. Fer 
the reaſons we refer to the texts cited under the pre- 
ceediag article. 

Article 7. That the doctrine of particular and 
perſonal election is not known in the word of God. 

Proved according to charge. It is proved in the 
opinion of the con ſociation that Mr. Foſter cx- 
oem the doctrine of perſonal election, particular- 

y in a ſermon delivered at the ordination of his ft n 
Daniel, page 30, & 51. This docttine is plainly 
and fully caught in divine revelation. Ephe. i. 11, 
Being — accorciag to th; purpoſe of bim wis 
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worketh all things according to the council of bis own 
will.” Verſes 4 and 5, According as he hath choſen us, 
in him, before the foundation of the world, Ec. Having 
predeſiinated us unto the adoption of children by Jeſus 
Chriſt. Rom. viii. 29, For whom he did foreknow be 
alſo did predeſtinate, &c. moreover whom he did predeſti- 
nate, Sc. x4 5 | 

Article 8. That Chriſt died for the whole world 
in this ſenſe, that one as much as another are alike 
given to Chriſt, 

This article is proved according to charge in the 
* of the council in the ſermon which Mr. 


oſter preached at Mr. Joel Foſter's ordination. 


They doubt not the ſufficiency of the merits of the 
Saviour, for the whole world, but it will not hence 
follow that he died for all intentionally alike, or 
that one as much as another is given to Chriſt, John 
xvii, 9. 1 pray for them, I pray not for the world, but 
for them which thou baſt given me for they are thine.” 
ver. 20. Neither pray I for theſe alone, but for them al- 
o which ſhall believe on me through their word. Chap. 


vi. 37. All that the father giveth me ſhall come unto me, 


Sc. If Chriſt died for all, for one as much as ano- 
ther, then if all do not actually participate the be- 

nefits of his death, and at laſt arrive to heaven, his 
purpofe and intention muſt be fruſtrated. 

Article 9. That the righteous man who is par- 
doned and juſtified and has the promiſe of life, may 
fall from his righteouſneſs and finally periſh. 

This article in the judgment of council is not ſuf- 
ficiently proved. | 


Article 


1 9 


Article 10. That the Bible is badly tranflated, 
much of it, and in one place an error in the ori- 
inal. | | 

As to this article the conſociation are of opinion, 
that Mr. Foſter only meant that there were errors in 
ſome Hebrew copies. 

In conſideration of the foregoing diſapproved 
doctrines holden and taught, and ſome of them on- 
ed and defended by Mr. Foſter, we think ourſelves 
holdea in faithfulneſs on this occaſion, to bear our 
open teſtimony againſt them, as being not only con- 
trary to the goſpel and of dangerous tendency, but, 
ſome of them at leaſt, even ſubverſive of the chriſti- 
an inſtitution, and to ſay that we cannot but look up- 
on theſe errors perſiſted in, as utterly diſqualifying 
for the goſpel miniſtry, and therefore, that we can- 
not in conſcience hold communion with the Paſtor 
who perſiſteth in' them. 3 

The foregoing reſult was by Mr. Foſter treated 
wirh ſeeming contempt; yet it is apparent enough 
that it worried him, ſrom his ſtrenuous endeavours 
to vindicate himſelf from the charges brought againſt 
him, by a voluminous labored publication, and his 
aim in calling a council to exculpate him. Which 
council met at Weſt-Stafford in June laſt, though 
in a ſmall proportion. Thoſe gentlemen that were 
preſent did not think proper to enter upon the bu- 
ſineſs for which they were called, but concluded up- 
on an adjournment to October then next, at the ſame 
time recommended and urged, that the conſociation 
of this diſtrict might be called and preſent at the 
time and place of IE, which was agreed 
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1 to by the parties, and accordingly they were con- 


\ voked, and by agreement on all fides compoſed the le 
following mutual council, wh 

\ At an Eccleſiaſtical Council, convened at Weſt- Stafford, 
| by ihe mutual Call of the Paſtor, the Church and ag- me 
/ grieved Brethren, October 17, 1780, to adviſe them ch 
33 under Difficulties and Grievances ſubſiſting among ed 
| 'Y\ —_— me 
1 Paſtors, Churches, Delegates. do 
'Þ James Cogſwell, Scotland, Dea. John Cary, ly 
47 Elip. Williams, E. Hartford, Capt Jona. Wells, an 
& John Hubbard, Meriden, Mr. Tho. Berry, ou 
bY Dan'l. Welch M. Mansfield, De. Oliv Dimick, che 
John Willard, Stafford, Mr. Eph. Hyde, en 
N Jam. Dana, Scr. Wallingtord, | C! 
"i Nathan Fiſk, Brook field, ä en! 
Juno Devotion, Saybrook, Ccl. Worthington, wi 
Na. Williams, Mo. Tolland, Dea. Icha. Griggs, fo 
AF Gideon Noble, Willington, Capt. Tim. Pearle, an 
3s F ben. Killogg, N. Bolton, De Da Dorcheſter pri 
q En. Huntinton, Middletowo, Col. Mar, Talcot, br: 
. John Bliſs, Elengton, eth 
0 Benajah Phelps, Orford, Dea. Joſ. Lyman, ov 
| J. Huntington, d p. Coventry, Dea. Jona. Porter, 
. The. H inſdale, Sc. N. Windſor, | ch 
Andrew Lee, Hanover, Dea. Joſ. Buſhnal, 280 
Aaron Church, Hartlard, all 
Rufus Hawley, Northington, Lt. Jacob Foot, an 
Nathan Perkins, W. Hartford, Mr. Aſhbel Wells to 
| Aaron]. Booge, Turkey Hills, Dea. Sam. Owen, W 
f Charles Backus, Somers, Dea, Jo. Pomeroy, WL 


SamuelStebbins, Symſbury, Dea, Jona. Noble. 


445 td 


-- —_—_— 22:22 ᷓ ] ⸗ ww —ͤ—a—)I—2 — — — r —— I = <<” wW ꝙ—U—äẽʒq — 


The hearing and deliberations were continued by 
ſeveral adjournments from the 18th to the 21ſt, 
when the council came to the following reſult: 

While we have with great anxiety obſerved the 
melancholy and threatening diſſentions of this 
church and ſociety ; we have with pleaſure remark- 
ed the good temper with which the parties have 
managed their controverſy before us. And as the 
doctrines of the Rev, Mr. Foſter have been the on- 
ly ſubje& of enquiry ; ſo we have with great care, 
and, as we truſt, impartiality, attended to his vari- 
ous publications and writings handed in to us, toge- 
ther with his explanations upon them. We have 
endeavored to exerciſe all the candor becoming 
Chriſtian paſtors and brethren, and are happy in an 
entire unanimity on every article in our reſult, We 
will always allow our brethren the right of judging 
for themſelves, which we claim and think import- 
ant. It is fartheſt from us to entertain a wiſh of 
preſcribing to any man, what creed he ſhall! em- 
brace. We are proteſtants, and as our faith ' tand- 
eth not in the wiſdom of man, we diſclaim all dominion 
over the faith of others. 

You have deſired our opinion on ſundry articles, 
charging the paſtor with doctrines © contrary to the 
' goſpel and of dangerous tendency.” We ſhall with 
all freedom and fidelity give you our ſentiments, 
and herein declare our ſenſe of what we take 
to be the moſt important doctrines of the goſpel. 
We exhort you to ſearch the ſcriptures : We only 
wiſn to offer you light from them. Call no man ma/- 

Ter 
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ter upon earib, for one, even Chriſt is your maſter, and ours, 
Faithfulneſs to yourſelves requires, that, upon com- 
Paring ſpiritual things with ſpiritual, if you find we 
tell you the truth, you embrace it, hold it faſt and repent. 
In the exerciſe of the ſame candor on your part, as 
we are conſcious has governed us in our enquiries, 
we truſt through the divine ſmiles, your former 
peace may return, | 

Without detaining you any longer, we proceed to 
off-r our opinion on the articles exhibited, 

Article I. * That children are not born with 
ſinful and vicious natures, and that Adam's fin and 
guilt is not conveyed or imputed to his poſterity ; 
but children are born in the image of Gad, objects 
of his favor and without deſert of puniſhment.” 

Relative to this article the council are of opinion 
that Mr. Foſter's ſentiments in general, as delivered 
in his mauuſcripts and printed works, notwith- 
ſtanding his explanations and defence, are contrary 


to the goſpel, and dangerous according to the com- 


Plaint. 

That all mankind co: into the world deſtitute 
of the moral image of God, is apparent from theit 
univerſal diſpoſition to actual ſin, as ſoon as capable 
thereof; and is abundantly confirmed from the ge- 
neral tenor of th: word of God. (Gen. v. 3. Job 
xiv, 4 Pſalm lvii. 5. John iii. 6. Rom. v. 12, 18, 
19. Ephe. ii, 3.) Alſo the divine inſtitution of the cir- 
cumeiſion and baptiſm of infants, plainly imports 
the truth here rejected by Mr. Foſter. | 

Article 2. That perfect obedience is not required 
of us ; but that the law which required it of us, is 
entirely aboliſhed, Withdrawri 


— 
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Withdrawn by the aggrieved. 

Article 3. That obedience is the only condition 
in the covenant of grace, | 

It is the ſenſe of the council that Mr. Foſter's 
ſentiments, as far as expteſſed in this article, and as 
we can judge from his verbal explanations and ma- 
nuſcripts and printed pieces, if not eſſentially incon- 
ſiſtent with the method of ſalvation revealed in the 
goſpel, yet very naturally lead the mind to concep- 
tions fundamentally erroneous, and are therefore of 


very dangerous and pernicious conſequence. It 


appears to us that Mr. Foſter conſiders perſonal 
obedience, under the chriſtian diſpenſation, as ſtand- 
ing in the ſame relation to eternal life now, which 
the perſonal obedience of Adam before the fall did. 
That the demands of the divine law are much abat- 
ed through Chriſt, and that it remains now for us 
to fulfil ſo much of the law as is not thus abated, 
as the proper meritorious cauſe of our juſtification, 
ſo far as creatures can have any notion of merit or 
cauſe of boaſting, which is a very fatal error, Rom. 
iv. 5, 6. xi, 6. 2 Cor, v, 21. And indeed the whole 
reaſoning of St. Paul, in his epiſtles to the Romans 


and Galatians, is in full oppoſition to Mr, Foſter's 


principles under this head; and ſo, truly, is the 
whole ſcheme of redemption from beginning to end, 
as exhibited in the book of divine revelation. 

Article 4. That we have a natural and moral 
power to do all that the goſpel requireth of us. 
It is the vaanimous opinion of this council, that 
the ſentiment adopted, and attempted to be defend- 

| | ed 


by Mr. Foſter, as couched ia this article, is unjuſt 
and indefencihle; that Mr, Foſter's ideas of natural 
and moial power, as expreſied in his publications, 
are very much confuſed and incifcriminate z and 
that mankind 1a this failen ſtate have not power 
ſufficient, without ſpecial ſupernatuial divine influ- 
ence, to enable them to comply with the terms of 
eternal {alvation, We reprovwate Mr. Foſter's doc- 
trine, concerning the power of fallen man, &c. na- 
tural power is an ability to do what we chooſe, mo- 
ral power is a diſpoſition of mind chooſing what we 
ought, Now, if tallen man, is diſpoſed to will and 
choule as he ought, or as the word of God ditects, 
and by his natural power carries into effect what he 
thus chogſcth; his ſalvation is made ſure by his own 
power, after what Chriſt has done. A notion very 
abſurd and antiſcriptural. John vi, 44. Rom. viii, 
7. Phillip 2. 13. 

Article 5. That cur good works are the matter 
of our juiiification at the Redeemer's bar. 

This article, we are of opinion, as it is expreſſed 
in the complaint, and as the ſentiment therein con- 
tained is explained and attempted to be vindicated, 
in ſeveral paſſages of Mr. Foſter's printed writings, 
(Serm, on Gen. iv, 7. p. 36——38. Letter to 
Rev. Mr. Buckminſter, p. 12,13. Defence of Re- 
ligious Liberty p. 102 113,) naturally leads 


his readers into ſuch an idea of religion, as directly. 
militates againſt, and is fubverſive of the eſſential 
and diſtinguiſhing doctrines of Chriſtianity. Mr. 
Foſter's error under this head, appears by what is 

| referred 


55 


referred to under the third article. To which we 
may add, Rom. iii. 20, -- 28. v. 13. x. 4. Tit. 
iii, 7. Rev. vil. 14. 

Article 6, That Chriſt's righteouſneſs is not ſuf- 
ficient for our acceptance with God, that being a 
legal righteouſneſs, but we muſt have a goſpel righ- 
teouſnels of our own for which we ſhall be accepted. 
We are of the ſame opinion on this, as on the next 
preceeding article, 

Article 7. That the doctrine of particular and 
perſonal election is not known in the word of God, 

With reſpect to this article, we think the ſcrip- 
ture docttine of election very miſterious ; that juſt 
humility requires us to treat it mainly in the lan- 
guage of ſcripture; and that Mr. Foſter (in his ſer- 
mon on Gen. iv, 7. p. 49, 30. his letter to Rev. Mr. 
Buckminſter, p. 19, and Detenceof Religious Liberty 
p. 114-----116,) hath treated a moſt reſpectable part 
of the proteſtart church with great contempt and 
arrogance, The council conſider the doQtrine of 
eleftion (which Mr. Foſter here ſo raſnly explodes) 
and the docttine of divine decrees in general, as far 
above the full underſtanding of any being, fave him 
alone who knows what it is to be Gop; to think as 
(GGop thinks, ſee as Gop ſees, and determine as 
Derry determines. Yet we doubt not but our re- 
buke under this head is fully warranted by the fol- 
lowing ſcriptures, Job xi. 7, 8, 9. chap. xxxviil. 
Rom. viii, 29, 30. Ephe. i. 4, 5---I1. 

Article 8, That Chriſt died for the whole world 
in this ſenſe, that one as much as another is alike 
given to Chriſt, | | As 
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As to this article we believe that Mr, Foſter has 
darkned council by words without knowledge in his 
arguments thereon, That Chriſt did not ſuffer 
alike for all mankind in all reſpes, ſince all that the 
father has given to Chriſt ſhall come unto him, and never 
be caſt out, yet the atonement bears ſuch an aſpect to- 
wards mankind in general, as fully warrants-our be- 
lief of the univerſal offer of ſalvation in the goſpel, 
Mr. Foſter's error in this article appears from John 
Xvii. 9. c. XXXvii. Iſai, liii. 10---12, Plalm Ixxxix, 
&c. The council are fully perſuaded that thoſe who 
candidly attend to the reaſon of things and genuine 
import of the word of God from beginning to end, 
and are favored with the light of the divine ſpirit 
and experience of divine truth, which we ſhould all 
wait upon God for, will clearly ſee that the cenſure 
paſſed at this time on the above mentioned errors, 
to be well vindicated by the ſacred oracles. 

Article 9, and 19, Withdrawn by the aggrieved. 

It is our opinion (and in this opinion we are una- 
nimous) that the errors of Mr. Foſter animadvert- 
ed upon and condemned by this council, are in 
themſelves ſo contrary to the word of God, and ſo 
much oppoſed to the plain doCttrines of grace and 
the method of ſalvation by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and conſequently fo pernicious in their tendency, as 
to require our united public teſtimony againſt them, 
and Mr. Foſter's explicit humble retraction of them 
to be made as public, whether by print or other wie, 
as ſaid errors have been made public, 

The ſpirit of fidelity conſtrains us to inform the 
gaſtor of our grief and concern, while in examining 
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is publications in particular, we could not but ob- 
rve in many places a poſitive and peremptory de- 


ciſion on many points of c octrine in oppolition to 4 


great part of the reformed churches. And we 
unanimouſly think, he hath treated thoſe, whoſe ſen- 
timents he oppoſeth, particularly the Reverend Aſſo- 
ciation and venerable Conſociation, to which he be- 
Jonged, with that contemptuous freedom and appa- 
rent arrogance, as not only to be altogether unjuſ- 
tifiable and unwarrantable, but which loudly calls 
for ſuitable, humble and meek re flections upon his 
temper and conduct. We wiſh him to remember, 
that in the exerciſe of reaſonable ſelf-diffidence,more 
refpe& would have beea ſhewn to the eminently 
learned and good men whom he hath undertaken to 
oppoſe, and leſs confidence had in his own opinions.' 
We could wiſh he Had beſtowed leſs of his time 
and labours, on religious controverſy. We are ſor- 
ry to find that the peculiar doctrines, principles and 
motives of the Chriſtian religion, have been but 


flightly touched, and in many reſpe&s, in our ap- 


prehenſion exploded, From the intricacy, confu- 
ſion and repugnancy viſible in his publications, it is 
difficult to make an eſtimate of his religious ſyſtem. 
We are diſpoſed to make every favorable allowance 
for things in his writings, which in our view eclipſe 
9 e | 

Having, in compliance with the earneſt and repeat2 
ed requelt of the Rev: Paſtor and beloved brethren, 
of this chutch to hear, conſider and adviſeupon the 


Premiſes, entſeavored to doit with thardeliberation, di- 


ligence and candor which matters of ſuch importance 


1 


require, looking to the Father of Lights for wiſdom 


and direction; we cannot but acknowledge with 
gratitude the uncommon union in ſentiment appa- 
rent in this large council, and the unanimity, with 
which we have been led to the reſult. This we look 
upon as an omen for good; and what (the Rev. and 
beloved Paſtor and church and all our reſpectable 
and dear friends in this place will give us leave to 
obſerve) we think merits their ſpecial attention, 
We offer our reaſons for our opinion. and reſult. 
Should they prove convincing and ſatisfying, thro' 
the bleſſing of God, to all eſpecially concerned, and 
particularly to our Rev. and dear brother the Paſtor 
of this church, and he be inclined to conduct him- 
ſelf accordingly ; it would yield us peculiar ſatis- 
faction and joy, and moſt abundant matter of thank- 


fulneſs. Charity obliges us to ſuppoſe, that the 


Rev. Mr. Foſter whole abilities and piety“ we ac- 
knowledge and reſpec, hath erred not wittingly or 


with 


7M are informed tbat Mr. Foſter baih token occa- 
ion from Ibis expreſſion of (perhaps too exceſſive) chari- 
ty towards him, to repreſent the reſult of Council as exhi- 
Firing 4 double face, and endeavored to keep bimſelf in 
countenance with bis admirers, in a pertinacious adherence 
10 his errors, ſo ſally, freely and unanimouſl; condemned 
therein, by ſuggeſiing, that the council have acknowledg - 
ed him to be a great and a good man, and a pious miniſter, 
and that therefore they muſt bave cinſidered his errors, 
bowever freely they may ſeem to have cenſured them, as 
only immaterial and unimportant miſtakes, not worthy of 
much ſerious notice. | 3 
0 


1 


with any ill deſign; but under the influence of 
miſguided zeal and through the imperfection, to 
which in the preſent dark probationary ſtate, great 
and good men are liable, 5 
Should our preſent doings not have the defired 
effect, we ſhall feel ſorrow and grief. This, how- 
ever, will be our conſolation, that we have ſincerely 
endeavoured to find out truth and give our opimon 
and advice according to it, for the purity, peace 
and edification of the churches in general, and of 
this church in particular. | | 
Wich making at a ſuitable time, and in a proper 
manner, the retraCtations and re flections recom- 
mended in this reſult, we unanimouſly and heartily 
recommend Mr, Foſter to future improvement, as 


a 

Not to remark on the ſingular modeſty and good 
| ſenſe diſplayed in ſuch a uſe of a charitable opinion ex- 
Preſſed of ones ſelf ; it may be ſaid in apology for ihe 
council when this good natured expreſſion fell from them ;' 
they entertained a pleaſing bope, that Mr. Foſter, being 
thus admoniſbed, on an impartial review, would ſully - 
Juſtify it to the world, by an ingenuous, open retraction 
of his errors : But if it ſhould be found in the iſſue (as 
there is now but too much reaſon to fear it will be found) 
that their pleaſing hope was groundleſs, and ihat the be- 
nevolent expreſſion of it, in ſo favorable terms, ſhall have 
been abuſed, io countenance him in his errors and fortify 
his mind againſt the means of conviftion they had cffered 
bim, it is preſumed that each inarviduas who compoſed 
the council will bluſh in ſecret, and moſt fincerely regret 
that be was ever betrayed into ſo faveurable an expreſſion 


of bim, 
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a miniſter of the goſpel, in the churches in general; 


and in this church and place in particular. But with- th 
out ſuch retractations and reflections, faithfulneſs to F 
the common cauſe of Chriſtianity, and what we m 
Judge to be the intereſt of the churches, will not cl 
ſuffer us to give ſuch recommendation. th 


We adviſe Mr. Foſter to review carefully what ne 
he hath publiſned. Should he continue his labours ar 
on the condition abovementioned, we entreat him 0 

4A 


not to entertain his people with controverſial preach- 
Ing · to ceaſe from that inſtruction which tendeth 
20 doubiful diſputation, rather than Godly edifying --- 
preach the plain, moſt eſſential, diſtinguiſhing truths 
of the goſpel ; and make ſuch explanations and juſt 
diſtinctions as that he may feed his flock w know- 
ledge and unde ſtanding: And we fervently ' beſeech 


1 the Father of Lights and God of Peace to guide 
1 you into the way of truth, and cauſe you to expe- 
| rience how good and pleaſant a thing it is for brei hren 10 

dwell together in unity. 


We recommend to the paſtor, church and ag- 

rie ved, to cultivate a ſpirit of mutual condeſcen- 

Fon and forbearance, love and forgiveneſs, that the 
God of love may again dwell among you, 


Saturday, 12 clock. 
Unenimouſly voted in Council, | 
JAMES DANA, Scribe. 
The 
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The aggrieved waiting for ſome time, with hopes 


that the inſtructioans and admonitions given Mr. 
Foſter, by the mutual council, more eſpecially, 
might have the happy effect of his reformation, and 
change in the tenor of his preaching :---But finding 
their hopes were like to be fruſtrated, there being 
no proſpect of the leaſt alteration in his ſentiments, 
and nothing that gave them the leaſt encouragement 
of ſo favourable an event, but the contrary ; they 
therefare, with advice called the following Air | 


At a Meeting of the North Conſociation, of the County of 
Hartford, Fanuary 16, 1781, at the Houſe of Lieut. 
Daniel Blegget, in 9 «© in order 10 en- 
quire into matters of difficulty ſtill ſub/iting in ſaid 
Society, relative io the Rev. Tſaac Foſter, bar 


— —— — — 


Paſtor.” 
FF 
| Rev. Meffenre, 
John Willard, John Bliſs, 
Nathan Williams, Rufus Hawiey, 
Ebenezer Kellogg, Aaron Jordan Booge, f 


; Meſſ.ngers, 
Lieut. Ephraim Hide, Dea. Benoni Olcor, dr. 
Dea. Ichabod Griggs, gate from the firſt church 
Dea. David Dorcheſter, in Eaft-Wingſor, 

Dea. Medina Fitch, Dea. Joſeph Sexton, dele- 


Mr. Reuben Miller, gate from the church in | 
Dea. Aſahel Holcomb, Semers. | 1 
The Rev. Nathan Williams was choſen Moderator, | 
and Joha Willard, Scribe, 4 

The 2 

# 


Ap 
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The Meeting was opened with prayer, by the 
Moderator. ä 
A paper was ſent by the Rev. Mr. Foſter, to the 
Rev. Moderator, giving his reaſons why he thought 
not proper to meet the Conſociation, according to 
S ſent him by the Moderator of the laſt 
Conſociation: The paper was communicated to the 
Council. Upon which the Conſociation thought 


o 


_ to ſend their defire to Mr. Foſter, to meet 
with th 


em as ſoon as might be, to confer upon the 
difficulties ſtill ſubſiſting here; which difficulties 
were laid b fore the late united Council, | 
The aggrieved preſented a paper, repreſenting 
their preſent difficulties ; and therein expreſs their 
defire, that the Conſociation would take the matters 
into their conſideration, and give advice thereupon. 
They alſo laid before Conſociation another paper, 


containing ſome queſtions put to Mr. Foſter, by 


ſeveral of the aggrieved, relative to his making the 
retractations, recommended in the reſult of the late 
mutual Council, with Mr, Foſter's anſwer there. 
upon. 


The Council was adjourned to ſeven o'clock to- 


morrow morning. 
Wedneſday morning, met according to adjourn» 
ment. 
Mr. Foſter ſent in a paper, in anſwer to the pro- 
ſal for a conferrence, made laſt evening, ſignify- 
ing that he declined conferring with them, as Con- 
ſociation, &c. The Conſociation attended to ſaid 
paper, and were of opinion, that the notification ſent 


by the Moderator of the laſt Conſociation, and the 
| deſi re 
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deſu e mentioned in the paper ſent to Mr. Fofter 
laſt evening, were ſufficient, and that all was done, 
on their part, that was neceſſary in this affair, | 
After much enquiry and deliberation, the Conſo- 
ciation came to the following reſult. | 
We ſhould have been glad, that the whole of the 
late mutual Council might have been conyened 
here again, and have uſed their endeavours to ſettle 
the great difficulties ſtill ſubſiſting here; but as 
there appeared no proſpect that ſo deſirable an event 
could take place, notwithſtanding the great pains 
taken for that purpoſe; we therefore find 595 


conſtrained, in faithfulneſs to what we really look 


upon the cauſe of the Redeemer, to take the matters 
referred into our ſerious conſideration, and reſult 
thereon. | 1 
The Conſociation have examined with care into 


the preſent ſtate of this pariſh, and are grieved to 
find, that notwithſtanding the great pains heretofore 


taken by the Aſſociation and Conſociation of this 
diſtrict, and by the late united Council, which fat 
in th.s place laſt October, there are ſo many diffi 
culties ſtill ſubſiſting here. 

The Conſociation convened at Weſt-Stafford, the 
firſt Tueſday of November; 1779, after taking into 
conſideration ſundry articles of complaint exhibited 
againſt Mr. Foſter, reſpecting doctrines ; and hav- 
ing attended to the proot adduced ia ſupport of ſaid 
charge, thus declare: 

« We think ourſelves holden in faithfulneſs on 
this occaſion, to bear our open teſtimony againſt 
the abovementioned doctrines, held and aus” > 

ary 
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pet; and of dangerous texdency ; but ſome of them, 
at leaſt, even ſubverſive of the Chriſtian inſtitution; 
and ſay, that we cannot hut look upon theſe errors, 
perſiſted in, as utterly diſqualifying for the goſpel 
Mminiſtry; and therefore, that we cannot in conſci- 
ence hold communion with the paſtor who per ſiſt- 
eth in thern.”--- And at an adjourned Conſociation, 
held at the Houſe of the Rev. Mr. Rowland, in 
Windſor, November 23, 1779, ſaid Conſociation 
then viewed Mr. Foſter, As perſiſting in the errors 
| 1 in ſaid refult, until he publickly retract 

em. 1 

The mutuz? Council which fat in this place, in 
Oktober laſt, in their reſult, thus ſay: * With 
making at a ſuitable time, and in a proper manner, 
the tetractations and reflect ions, recommended in this 


reſult, we unanimouſly and heartily recommend Mr. 


Foſter to future improvement, as a minifter of the 
goſpel in the churches in genera), and in this church 
and place in particular; but without ſuch retracta- 
tions and reflection, faithfulneſs to the common 
cauſe of Chriſtianity, and what we judge to be the 
intereſt of the churches, will not ſuffer us to give 
ſuch recommendation,” © 

This Conſeciaticn is of opinion, that the Rev. 
Mr. Fofter has not renounced "thoſe errors in doc- 
trine, which in the opinion of the late united Coun- 
cil, “ Are antiſcriptural and of dangerous tenden- 
&y;” and ſome of which © naturally lead his readers 
into ſuch an idea of religion, as directly militates 
againſt, and is ſubverſive of the eſſential, and diſ- 


tlaguiſning dect ines of Chriſtianity,”? Thiz 


Mr. Foſter, as being not only contrary to the gof. 
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This Council is alſo of opinion, that as Mr. Foſter 
continues in the errors ſo fully and expreſsly con- 
demned by the Councils above referred to, he is 
eſſentially diſqualified for the work of the goſpel 
miniſtry ; and adviſe, that he wholly deſiſt there- 
from, until he make the retractations and reflections 
recommended by the late mutual Council. q 
We likewiſe adviſe, that neither Mr. Foſter's = 
preſent adherents, nor the 1 * in this place, 4 
nor any others attend upon his miniſtrations : And 
that the religious ſociety in Weſt- Stafford, do, as 
ſoon as may be, apply to ſome orthodox and ap- 
proved candidate, to preach the goſpel to them : | 
And in caſe the ſociety do not comply with this ad- 1 
vice, we recommend to the aggrieved to ſet up, and ; 
as far as they are able, maintain the public worſhip 
of God among them; or attend public worſhip and 
ordinances in neighbouring churches. - 2 
We earneſtly recommend to the Rev. Mr. Foſter, 
to conſider with the gteateſt attention, the advice 
given by the ſeveral Councils, particularly by the 
late mutual Council. We lament the unhappy 
breach made between him and us: Could heartily 
rejoice, that he might again walk with us in the 
faith and order of the goſpel. Believe us, Sir, it 
was not, we truſt, through prejudice againſt you, 
but from regard to the general intereſt of Chriſti- 4 
anity, the honor of the Redeemer, and the ſpiritual | 
benefit of the people in this place, that we have in- J 
tereſted ourſelves in this unhappy controverſy ; and ; 
mall be happy to find, that the iſſue of theſe en- 
deavours prove the promotion of the cauſe of truth ; 


-- 


and religion, | v4 This b 
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This Conſociation take this opportunity briefly 
to addreſs our brethern who have adhered, and do 
ſtill adhere to Mr. Foſter. It is reported that 

ou have lately renounced conſociational connections: 
r this be ſo, you may, perhaps, think any thing 
from this body, addreſſed to you, as out of ſeaſon. 


However, bretheri., we ſhall take the liberty to deſire 


you, ſeriouſly to conſider, whether it is not your in- 
diſpenſivle duty to pay a very particular attention 
to that advice and reſult of the late mutual Coun- 
eil in this place; and carefully enquire, whether 
it can be for your ſpiritual edification to attend up- 
on the miniſtrations of one, whoſe religious ſenti- 
ments, in ſeveral particulars, have been judged, by 
A late mutual Council, and even of your own chul- 
ing, to be very erroneous, and of dangerous ten- 
dency ; and ſome of them, as directly milicating 
againſt, and ſubverſive of the eſſential and diſtin- 

viſhing doctrines of Chriſtianity, Brethren, you 
— undoubtedly a right to judge for yourſeves ; 


and we heartily wiſh, that you may be led into all 


neceflary truth, and be ſtill in good flanding with 
ſiſter churches, as profeſſing all the great and funda- 
mental doctrines of the goſpel. 

The Council would now add a few words to the 
aggrieved. Brethren, you once experienced how 
good and how pleaſant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity: How ſtriking the contraſt in 
ur preſent diviſions ? You are now like a city 
en down, without walls. We deeply lameat 


your unbappy ſituation; and would earneftly ad- 
viſe you to lay apart, all wrath, malice, guile, * 
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and evil ſpeaking ; and put on bowels of mercy, 
entleneſs, meekneſs and forbearance : Study the 
things that make for peace, and thoſe things where- 
by one may edify another, Let it be your care, 
brethren, to conduct in a Chriſtian manner towards 
thoſe from whom you have diſſented: Let your 
corduct be declarative, that you are lovers of God, 
of his truth, and of your brethren, | 
Welook to the Father of Lights, and God of all 

Grace, that he would add his bleffing to every goud 
attempt that has been made to promote the cauie of 
truth and piety in this place. 

The Covncil direRt, that the Scribe ſepply Mr. 
Foſter, and his adherents, with an authentic copy of 
the preceeding refult, | 

a Thurſday, January 18, 1781. 
Voted in Council, 
21. JOHN WILLARD, Scribe. 
Copy examined, 


JOHN WILLARD, Seite. 


SOMETIME. after the laſt recited Council, 
the aggrieved applied to the Rev. Afcciation of 
this ciftrict for advice and affiſtance, relative to their 
enjoyment of goſpel ordinances, & c.. -The Aflocia- 
tiondeliberated on the matters recommended to them, 
and being eſirous that the admonitions given Mr” 
Foſter and his adherents by the ſcveral Councils, 
might have time to take their full effect, adviſed, 
that atter waiting two months longer, they might 
invite a convenient numker of neighbouring m ni- 
ſters, and, it they thought fit, churches, to * to 
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Weſt- Stafford, to conſider, give advice, and do ay 
they ſhouid find convenient and neceſſary. 
Whereupon the following Council was convoked, 


At an Ecclefiaftical Council, convened at Weſt Stafford, 


at the Call of « Number of Profeſſors of Chrijttanity, 


„ of the Church in ibi; Place, April 17, 
1781, 


. 1 
David S. Rowland, Moderator, firſt church in 
Windſor. | 
Paſtors, Cbur. hes, Delegates, 
Eben. Kellogg, N. Bolton. Dn. EZ k Lad. 
Theo. Hinſdale, Scr. N. Windſor. Mr. S. Dexter. 
Aaron J. Booge, Turkey- Hills. Mr. R. Gay. 


Opened with prayer by the Moderator. 

A paper was laid in before the Courcil, in the 
name and behalf of a number cf the members of 
the church in Weſt-S:afford, who have born their 
teſtimony againſt the errors of Mr. Iſaac Foſter, 
their late paſtor, requeſting that they might be 
deemed and declared by chis Council, the church of 
Chriſt in Weſt S afford. 

The Council, in ſerious deliberation on the mat- 
_ relating to ſaid requeſt, do fiad the following 

acts: | 

1. That at or about the time of the ordination of 
Mr. Foſter, a church was gathered and formed in 
this place, on a ſolemn profeſſion of taking the 
ſcriptures of the Old and New Teſtament to be 
their only rule of faith and practice. 5 
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2. That Mr. Foſter hath, for a long time paſt, 
exploded, and ſtill perſiſts to explode and renounce, 
buth from the pulpit and the preſs, ſeveral of the 
moſt eſſential and fundamental doctrines of holy 
ſcripture, on which the faith of Chriftians and the 
church of Chriſt is founded. 

3. That the errors of Mr, Foſter have been fully 
and repeatedly condemned in ſeveral Councils, by 
which he has been as often admoniſhed to retract 
them: The laſt of which Councils expreſsly de- 
clared him eſſentially diſqualified, by his perſiſtence 
in them, for the goſpel miniſtry. 

4. That his preſent adherents have been ſolemnly 
admoniſhed, by the ſame Council, not to attend on 
his miniſtry 3 but not having complied with ſaid 
admonitions, they are conſidered by this Council 
as adopting and perſiſting in the ſame errors into 
which Mr. Fofter hath plunged himſelf. 

5. By an explanatory profeſſion of faith, adopted 


by Mr. Foſter and the church, at the time of his 


ordination, it appeareth, that in ſeveral very eſſen- 
tial articles, both he and his adherents have revolted 
from their own ſenſe of ſcripture, as declared by 
themſelves at the formation of this church, 

6. That the members of this church, who have 
born their teſtimony againſt che errors of Mr. Foſter 
and his adherents, do ſtill abide by the foundation 
principles of the ſacred oracles, and the original 
profeſſion of this church in particular, as appears 


by the following ſubſcription. 


WE. the ſubſcribers, members of the church of 
Chriſt in Weſt Stafford, being aggrieved by the 
| ſenti nents 
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ſentiments and doctrines taught by Mr. Foſter and 
the adherence of a number of our brethien to him 
which dcErines we luok upon directly contrary to 
thoſe truths on which this church was originally 
buzjle, and which we lock upon «flertial to ſalva- 
tion ; do now therefore profeſs our faiih, with te- 
ſpect to thoſe points in diſpute, by a full and free 
acknowledgment of the ſcriptures of the Old and 
New ITeſtament, to be the only rule of faith and 
bet ; and that we look upon the Aſſembly's 

atechiſm as a mt compendious and explicit re- 
preſen ation of the grand capital articles ct Chriſti. 
an faith, eſpecially reſpetirg the fall of man and 
Fis recovery, by the vicarious righteouſneſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; which we mcan ſtill to adhere to, as the 
baſis on which this church was founded. 


Samuel Fuller, Paul Blo*get, " 
Solomon Bixley, Abner Wood, 

Noah Davies, John Parten, 

Jeſſe Cady, and 0. bers, 


IN conſequence of the fore-cited facts, the Coun- 
21] are unanimouſly of opinion, that Mr. Fofter 
and his preſent adherents er. departed from the 
vundation of the apoſt.es and prophets, and frum J. ſus 
Chr jt, the chief corner one. on which the chuich 1s 
built; and from he principles on which this church 
in particular was firſt funded, and therefore coni.ot 


de juſtly deemed the church of Chriſt, 

And that the members of this church, who have 
born this teſtimony againſt the pernicious and de- 
ſtructive errors above referred to, ought to 1 * 

idered 


" * 


. 
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fidered by all the churches of our Lord as the 
church of Chriſt in Weſt Stafford; and do hereby 
declare they are thus conſidered by us, and have the 
chearful proffer of our fellowſhip, countenance and 
encourage ment in all the ways of God; and we do 
earneſtly recommend them to the like charity and 
fellowſhip of all the churches of our common Lord, 


Paſſed in Council, 
April 17. 
THEODORE HINSDALE, $:ribs; 
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